
	
  
	
  

Media	
  Background	
  Information	
  
	
  
	
  

Who:	
   	
   	
  Wisconsin	
  Department	
  of	
  Transportation	
  and	
  NEW	
  Water	
  

What:	
  	
   	
   	
  Shutting	
  down	
  section	
  of	
  US	
  41	
  and	
  removing	
  underground	
  obstruction	
  

Where:	
  	
   US	
  41	
  northbound	
  between	
  Shawano	
  and	
  Velp	
  Avenue	
  

When:	
   	
   8	
  p.m.	
  Friday,	
  March	
  22	
  to	
  5	
  a.m.	
  Monday,	
  March	
  25	
  

Why:	
  	
   To	
  safely	
  remove	
  underground	
  obstruction	
  and	
  restart	
  sewer	
  pipe	
  installation	
  

More	
  Info:	
   http://us41wisconsin.gov/	
  

	
  

What	
  kind	
  of	
  construction	
  is	
  taking	
  place	
  requiring	
  US	
  41	
  to	
  be	
  shut	
  down?	
  

As	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  US	
  41	
  construction	
  project,	
  	
  WisDOT	
  partnered	
  with	
  the	
  NEW	
  Water,	
  formerly	
  known	
  as	
  

the	
  Green	
  Bay	
  Metropolitan	
  Sewerage	
  District	
  (GBMSD),	
  for	
  the	
  underground	
  operation	
  between	
  US	
  41	
  

between	
  Velp	
  and	
  Shawano	
  Avenues.	
  The	
  operation	
  involves	
  a	
  5-­‐foot	
  diameter	
  sewer	
  pipe	
  being	
  

installed	
  nearly	
  30	
  feet	
  underground.	
  	
  The	
  operation	
  is	
  needed	
  to	
  move	
  the	
  existing	
  sewer	
  pipe	
  to	
  make	
  

way	
  for	
  US	
  41.	
  	
  

	
  

What	
  happened	
  to	
  cause	
  the	
  unscheduled	
  road	
  closure?	
  	
  

The	
  machine	
  used	
  to	
  bore	
  beneath	
  US	
  41	
  got	
  stuck	
  in	
  late	
  January.	
  The	
  team	
  then	
  launched	
  efforts	
  to	
  

reach	
  the	
  stuck	
  borehead	
  with	
  another	
  underground	
  piece	
  of	
  tunneling	
  equipment.	
  Using	
  the	
  largest	
  

pipe	
  hammer	
  in	
  the	
  world,	
  this	
  “Jack	
  Sleeve”	
  is	
  approaching	
  from	
  the	
  opposite	
  direction.	
  The	
  Jack	
  

Sleeve,	
  basically	
  a	
  large	
  tube,	
  would	
  wrap	
  around	
  the	
  outside	
  of	
  the	
  stuck	
  borehead	
  and	
  allow	
  it	
  to	
  be	
  

freed.	
  	
  On	
  Thursday,	
  March	
  14,	
  the	
  Jack	
  Sleeve	
  was	
  stopped	
  by	
  an	
  unknown,	
  obstruction	
  28	
  feet	
  below	
  

the	
  surface	
  and	
  34	
  feet	
  before	
  it	
  reached	
  the	
  stuck	
  borehead.	
  	
  The	
  team	
  suspended	
  underground	
  

operations	
  to	
  develop	
  engineer	
  a	
  solution	
  to	
  this	
  challenge.	
  	
  

	
  

	
  



	
  

How	
  are	
  you	
  getting	
  the	
  pipe	
  in	
  and	
  the	
  road	
  fixed	
  now?	
  

The	
  team	
  is	
  conducting	
  an	
  operation	
  this	
  weekend	
  to	
  remove	
  the	
  obstruction	
  and	
  fix	
  the	
  road.	
  This	
  will	
  

allow	
  placement	
  of	
  the	
  sewer	
  pipe	
  to	
  continue.	
  We	
  are	
  closing	
  northbound	
  US	
  41	
  from	
  Shawano	
  to	
  Velp	
  

Avenue	
  the	
  entire	
  weekend.	
  	
  The	
  contractor	
  will	
  excavate	
  across	
  US	
  41	
  northbound	
  lanes,	
  remove	
  the	
  

obstruction,	
  and	
  repair	
  the	
  US	
  41	
  pavement.	
  The	
  remaining	
  sewer	
  pipe	
  would	
  then	
  be	
  placed	
  beneath	
  

US	
  41.	
  	
  This	
  is	
  an	
  appropriate	
  and	
  cost-­‐effective	
  solution	
  when	
  factoring	
  in	
  the	
  heavy	
  amount	
  of	
  travel	
  

on	
  US	
  41,	
  and	
  the	
  need	
  to	
  proceed	
  quickly.	
  

	
  

Who	
  is	
  responsible	
  for	
  the	
  stuck	
  tunneling	
  equipment?	
  

With	
  any	
  underground	
  engineering	
  activity,	
  there	
  are	
  always	
  uncertainties	
  and	
  risks.	
  Obstructions	
  

cannot	
  be	
  predicted.	
  NEW	
  Water,	
  WisDOT,	
  and	
  our	
  experienced	
  contractors,	
  consultants	
  and	
  

subcontractors	
  are	
  partners	
  in	
  this	
  underground	
  engineering	
  project.	
  	
  Everyone	
  met	
  their	
  job	
  

responsibilities,	
  and	
  work	
  codes	
  were	
  followed.	
  	
  Our	
  underground	
  team	
  deployed	
  the	
  largest	
  pipe	
  

jacking	
  machine	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  to	
  complete	
  the	
  pipe	
  laying.	
  Since	
  it	
  is	
  a	
  project	
  WisDOT	
  needed	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  

complete	
  the	
  US	
  41	
  construction	
  project,	
  WisDOT	
  is	
  paying	
  90%	
  of	
  any	
  necessary	
  expenses	
  resulting	
  in	
  

removing	
  the	
  obstruction	
  and	
  delays	
  in	
  placing	
  the	
  sewer	
  pipe.	
  WisDOT	
  estimates	
  that	
  additional	
  cost	
  to	
  

be	
  between	
  $750,000	
  and	
  1.5	
  million.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  
	
  


